The Natural History of Numbering — A Field Guide for Word UsersHOW TO USE THIS PAGE
Try ordinary editing.
Delete a numbered paragraph.
Insert a new one. (Without the actual program, just copy and paste a number of the same seniority to number the new paragraph.)
Move a section.
Adjust tabs or formatting.
Watch how Snapnumbers™ responds.
For clear effect, delete this box when finished reading.

Observed in the wild since 1983. Misbehaving ever since.

 “The Spontaneous Renumberer” aka Word Numbering
Specimen  — The Spontaneous Renumberer is a familiar creature in documents using Word’s native numbering system. It appears calm until disturbed, at which point it unpredictably mutates: changing a perfectly good '1' into '2.1.1' without warning. Researchers have found this behavior is triggered by the rare keyboard combination known as “Tab at the wrong time.”
 Field observation: Once provoked, the Spontaneous Renumberer will spread through the entire document, converting order into chaos. It is best approached with caution.
 The Phantom Indent
 This elusive species appears whenever a paragraph seems to move of its own accord. Its favorite habitat is the legal brief or corporate policy manual. The Phantom Indent is often accompanied by a secondary phenomenon — The Migrating Margin (see 4).
[bookmark: _Ref213914503] To study it, insert a new line in a form with Word numbering and watch as the rest of the document slides gracefully, yet disastrously, to the right.
 The Cascading Collapse
[bookmark: _Ref213913549] When left unchecked, numbering systems begin to collapse under their own weight. In this phase, entire hierarchies merge, leaving scholars to ponder whether section 2.2 ever truly existed. The Cascading Collapse is usually followed by ritualized keyboard pounding and the phrase, 'I swear I didn’t touch anything.'
[bookmark: _Ref213914568] The Migrating Margin
 A close relative of the Phantom Indent, this species tends to drift rightward over generations of edits.
 Though docile in captivity, it will occasionally wander into the footer region, alarming nearby text.
 The Multi-Level Mirage
. A master of disguise, the Multi-Level Mirage presents itself as orderly—until observed closely. What appears to be a neat 1-2-3 sequence is often revealed as 1.a.2, 1.b.1, or 1.b.2, depending on Word’s mood and the phase of the moon. Many professionals have mistaken this illusion for user error.
 Snapnumbers™ is The Perfect and Permanent Solution
After decades of frustration, researchers have discovered a stable species capable of living in harmony with Word. Called Snapnumbers, it resists mutation, preserves order, and reproduces reliably when shared with others — even with those who lack the Snapnumbers gene entirely. It may, in fact, represent the final evolutionary form of document numbering: calm, predictable, and immune to the stresses of modern editing.
Field researchers are encouraged to add, move, or delete sections within this document to observe Snapnumbers’ remarkable stability in its natural habitat.
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